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MEDIA SITUATION ROOM 

PRELIMINARY ANALYTICAL REPORTS  

COVERING THE MEDIA PERFORMANCE IN THE MARCH 7TH 
ELECTIONS 

Released Thursday 29th March 2018 (06:00 p.m.) 

MEDIA MONITORING REPORT is published by the Media Reform and Coordinating Group (MRCG) based on data 
and information collected by over 40 field monitors in the districts and analyzed by MRCG experts at the Media 
Situation Room (MSR) in the Western Urban Area (Freetown). The field monitors collect data and information on 
media contents related to conflict related messages to prevent same in the lead up to the country’s general 
elections in 07 March 2007. The reports are intended for use by local and national stakeholders, the public, and the 
media in preventing and addressing election violence and escalation of tension in Sierra Leone. MRCG strives to 
collect, analyze and disseminate accurate and timely data on patterns of elections media coverage to the public, 
political parties, election and security officials, and other stakeholders in Sierra Leone to help them develop 
strategies to reduce future incidents of election violence. 

 

The Media Situation Room (MSR) is one of the three activities in the Media Reform Coordinating Group 
(MRCG) 'Promoting Professional Media Coverage and Conflict Sensitive Reporting of the 2018 Multi-
Tier Elections in Sierra Leone' project. The main objectives of the MSR is to receive, process and 
analyze data and information from its monitors to provide real time information on the performance of 
the media. The reports have been processed and evaluated by the MSR staff based on the information 
recorded on the Media Monitoring Checklists.  Where there was a need for clarification of information, 
the MSR staff contacted the monitors for further details.  The MRCG's approach is to engage on peer 
review, engagement, interaction with media institutions on possible breaches of the thematic issues 
covered by the MRCG and in some instances published press statements on such issues. The MRCG 
Sub-Committee on the Media Situation Room (MSR) has been engaging with some media institutions 
to encourage them to embark on professional media coverage and reportage and conflict sensitive 
reporting. 

Issues Analysed: The media monitors observed and reported on the contents of radio, television 
stations and newspapers.  The thematic areas covered in the report are: General coverage and 
reportage on elections; Specific electoral issues published on broadcast (Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, 
Security Forces, Judiciary), Voter education, Party Manifesto/campaigning, Violence /Intimidation, 
Elections and Security, Electoral Offences, Announcement of results and Elections financing) and 
Conflict sensitive reporting (Hate speeches/messages, Inflammatory speech, Inciting violence, 
Promoting conflict, Promoting public disorder, intimidation and intolerance, Attacking personalities 
instead of addressing issues). 

The reports are placed under three categories, weekly, daily and weekend media monitoring reports.  
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WEEKLY MEDIA MONITORING REPORT  

REPORT ON MONITORING OF MEDIA INSTITIONS (RADIO STATIONS, TELEVISION STAIONS AND 
NEWSPAPERS) 

Review period: 26 February – 02 March 2018  

1. Introduction 

For this reporting period 26 February to 02 March 2018, a total of 242 media contents were monitored 
and analyzed across the country based on the questions in the media monitoring checklists.  This includes 
145 contents in 46 radio stations; 33 contents in 3 television stations and 64 contents in 35 
newspapers.  

2. General findings by type of media 

 
2.1 Discussion of issues in the media in relation to elections 

 

 

2.2 Top programmes broadcast on radio and television (TV) 
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2.3 Top articles published in the newspapers 

News (75%), features (11%) and editorials (9%).  

 

 

2.4 Top issues discussed and presented on radio, newspapers and TV. 

Radio: Election security (31%), voter education (26%) and party manifestos / campaigns (25%) 

Newspapers: Party manifestos and campaigns (49%), election security (19%) and violence and 
intimidation (15%). 

Television: party manifestos (48%), violence and intimidation (30%), and voter education (15%) 
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3. Conclusion 

Generally, 94.94 % of the media institutions complied with the thematic issues in the media monitoring 
checklists, while only 5.06 % of the contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 1 

Monday 5 March 2018  

 
1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Monday 5 March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported 44contents on radio stations, 
television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 17 contents on 13 radio 
stations; 5 contents in 3 television stations and 22 contents in 25 newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key issues and contents covered by media institutions across the country with specific 
reference to their coverage and reportage on the electoral processes. 

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 2 (13%) 4 (20%) 0 (0%) 
Electoral offences 0 (0%) 2 (10%) 0 (0%) 
Party manifesto/campaigning 2 (13%) 5 (25%) 1 (20%) 
Violence /Intimidation 2 (13%) 3 (15%) 2 (40%) 
Voter education                   6 (38%) 6 (30%) 2 (40%) 
Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 4 (25%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

TOTAL 16 (100%) 20 (100%) 5 (100%) 
 

 

Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analyses indicate that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio were during discussions 
and talk shows, while news and current affairs dominated issues on the televisions.  
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3.1 Contents containing  

The analysis below indicates that only one content broadcast on radio contained intimidation and 
intolerance. On the other hand, two contents in the newspapers contained publications inciting 
violence and one contained messages potentially promoting conflict. There was no negative content on 
the television programmes monitored.  

Contents description Radio Newspapers Television 
Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 
Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 0 
Inciting violence                                   0 1 0 
Promoting conflict                                   0 1 0 
Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 
Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 1 0 0 
Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 
Attacking personalities instead of addressing issues 0 0 0 

TOTAL 1 2 0 
 

4. Conclusion 

A great number of the newspapers did not show a completely neutral attitude towards the candidates 
and parties. It is evident that at least some of them are ready to favor a specific party or candidate 
against the other. The coverage of the less significant parties and candidates’ initiatives is next to none. 
It is also clear that, while publishing long explanatory articles on certain party programmes or public 
speeches, the editors chose simultaneously to privilege news on civil society statements, rallies or 
demonstrations containing appeals to peace and tolerance. Investigative pieces are virtually non-
existent.  



7 
 

Overall, 93 % of media institutions published and broadcast contents that complied with the thematic 
issues in the media monitoring checklists, while only 7 % of the contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 2 

Monday 6 March 2018  

1. Introduction 
This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Tuesday 06 March 2018. Based on pre-

designed questions in the media monitoring checklists, the media monitors monitored and reported over 57 
contents on radio stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. 
This includes 25 contents on 22 radio stations; 9 contents in 3 television stations and 23 contents in 17 
newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 
2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key issues and contents covered by media institutions across the country, with 
specific reference to their coverage and reportage on the electoral processes. 

Issues being presented by media Radio Newspaper TV 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 

Elections and security                    2 (9%) 3 (18%) 5 (63%) 

Electoral offences 1 (5%) 3 (18%) 0 (0%) 

Party manifesto/campaigning                                 0 (0%) 4 (24%) 1 (13%) 

Violence /Intimidation 1 (5%) 1 (6%) 1 (13%) 

Voter education                   15 (68%) 3 (18%) 1 (13%) 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, judiciary) 3 (14%) 3 (18%) 0 (0%) 

TOTAL 22 (100%) 17 (100%) 8 (100%) 

 
2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio were during discussions 
and talk shows, while news and current affairs dominated issues on the televisions. 
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2.3 Contents contained in the media institutions 
The analysis below indicates that one content broadcast on radio contained intimidation and 
intolerance and two on political campaigns on the day before elections, which is forbidden by the 
Media Code of Practice . On the other hand, one content in the print media contained Inflammatory 
speech publications inciting violence and 4 cases of political campaigns on the day before elections. 
There was a negative content on televisions (inflammatory speech).  

Contents description Radio Newspapers Television 

Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 1 0 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 1 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 1 0 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Campaigns activity on the day before elections 2 4 1 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing issues 0 0 0 

TOTAL 3 6 1 
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3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices and responses from media situation room 

There were some glaring incidents of unprofessional and unethical practices in a few of the media 
institutions as follows: 

During an 1-hour phone-in voter education radio programme discussing election related issues, a radio 
station (Radio Vopad) broadcasting in the Western Rural District allowed the use of hate speech by 
callers.  

Voice of  Peninsular (Radio Tombo) and Tempo Radio aired jingles with campaign messages. Such 
messages were not to be published or broadcast on the day before elections. 
 
The Sierra Leone Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC Television) ran a 1-hour lunchtime talk show 
programme called “Presidential Diary” discussing issues that could not be distinguished from political 
campaigns.  

The Torchlight newspaper published on its front page the following titles: “First Ballot, APC Victory, 
Kamara APC - 56%, Bio SLPP - 26%, Yumkella NCC -10%, Sumana C4C - 4%, Others - 4%”. The contents 
in this feature were published in a manner that promoted an image of losers to the other candidates 
and their respective political parties.  

The following newspapers published stories that did not comply with the thematic issues under conflict 
sensitive reporting in the media monitoring checklists and the prohibition of publications and 
broadcasts of any campaign activity twenty-fours to poling. They include the Night Watch Newspaper 
that published a headline "Leading Mayoral Contenders outlined plans for Freetown";  Premier News 
Newspaper published a headlined "Sierra Leone elects new President: Profile of top six contenders", 
Independent Observer published a story headlined "Maada Bio- the leadership needed in Sierra Leone 
at this time" The Nationalist Newspaper stories headline: Dr. Samura Kamara: The Man" and "APC 
Highlights Ten Years of Successes." The Comments newspaper published articles headlined "Vote Bio 
for a Better and Bright Sierra Leone." 

The MRCG board sub-committee, comprising one representative from each of the nine constituent 
members of the MRCG, met on 06 March to respond to the issues identified. A Committee responded 
to the violation by the media institutions by calling staff and raising concerns on the contents 
published/broadcast. The Committee considered the contents published and broadcast to be contrary 
to the timeline set by the National Electoral Commission (NEC).  

3. Conclusion 
Overall, 83 % of media institutions published and broadcast contents that compiled with the thematic 
issues in the media monitoring checklists, while 17 % of the contents did not comply.   
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO.3 

Wednesday 7 March 2018  

1. Introduction 

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Wednesday 07 March 2018, the day 
the Presidential and General elections were conducted. Based on pre-designed questions in the media 
monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors monitored and reported over 100 contents on 
radio and television stations in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. These include 82 contents on 40 
radio stations and 20 contents in 4 television stations. Newspapers were not published on the election 
day 07 March.  

The Independent Radio Network (IRN), the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC) radio and 
television, the African Young Voices (AYV) radio and television, and STAR radio and television provided 
extensive coverage and reportage on elections day. They provided information on various issues that 
emerged during the polls and disseminated peace and non-violence messages.  

The monitoring results indicated that most of the radio stations carried the same contents broadcast 
via the Independent Radio Network (IRN), over a twenty-four hour period. 

 

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key issues and contents covered by media institutions across the country, with 
specific reference to their coverage and reportage on the electoral processes. Majority of radio 
stations (55%) and television stations (81%) covered the conduct of voting process. 

Issues being presented by media institutions Radio TV 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 

Timely opening of polling stations and late arrival of voting 
materials 10 (13%) 

1 (6%) 

Late arrival of voting materials and absence of security 
personnel  1 (1%) 0 (0%) 

Absence of security personnel (SLP) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Access to polling stations 12 (16%) 0 (0%) 

Presence of monitors and observers at polling stations 1 (1%) 1 (6%) 

Presence of NEC officials and party agents at polling stations 2 (3%) 0 (0%) 

Presence of polling agents 2 (3%) 0 (0%) 

Party agents acting as polling officials   2 (3%) 0 (0%) 

Conduct of the voting process 41 (55%) 13 (81%) 

Presence of party symbols at polling stations 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Presence of arms/guns at polling stations 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
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Corruption and bribing of voters at polling stations 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 

Threats and intimidation of voters, candidates or NEC officials. 3 (4%) 1 (6%) 

  75 (100%) 16 (100%) 

 

3.1 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
discussions and talk shows while news and current affairs dominated issues on the televisions during 
elections on 07 March 2018.  Majority of programmes on TV stations (60%) were interviews during 
elections, while majority of the programmes on radio were news and current affairs, mainly reports 
from the field (47%). 

 
 

4.1 Contents in the media  

The analysis below indicates that majority of the violations of the IMC guidelines were related to poor 
moderation (2) in relation to radio broadcast. On the other hand, only one broadcast was seen to be 
directed to individual personalities instead of addressing issues.  

Contents description Radio Television 

Hate speeches/messages 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 

Inciting violence                                   1 0 

Promoting conflict and public disorder    1 0 

Containing intimidation and intolerance                                 1 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  3 3 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing issues 1 1 

TOTAL 7 4 

 

5. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices and responses from Media Situation Room 

There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practices in a number of media outlets as 
follows: 
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The afternoon broadcasts on SLBC radio and STAR TV in Freetown allowed phone-ins, during which 
some callers used intimidating and violent language over the radio. Although the presenters, cautioned 
the callers; it fell short of complying with the thematic issues in the media monitoring checklists. 

The AYV's coverage of the incidents at Goderich (involving the search of the office of the SLPP 
Presidential Candidate) and SOS Village (during the counting of ballots) in which interviewees were put 
"live" on air encountered problems. Some of the scenes and utterances broadcast were not conflict 
sensitive.  

The MRCG Board sub-committee raised concerns and issues with the stations by calling some of them 
while one of the constituent members of the MRCG, the Independent Media Commission (IMC), visited 
media institutions to caution them about their coverage and reportage on polling day.  

The MRCG put out two statements on polling day calling on the media to be professional in their 
reportage and to avoid publishing or broadcasting anything that has the potential to affect the peace 
and security in the country. 

6. Conclusion 

Overall, 89% of media institutions broadcast contents that complied with thematic issues in the media 
monitoring checklists, while only 11 % of the contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 4 

Thursday 8 March 2018 

 
1. Introduction 

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Thursday 08 March. Based on pre-

designed questions in the media monitoring checklists adapted for the post-election period, a total of 40 media 
monitors monitored and reported over 25 contents on radio and television station in all the five regions 
of Sierra Leone. There were no newspapers published on the 08th March.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data indicate key issues and contents covered by media institutions across the country with 
specific reference to their coverage and reportage on the electoral processes. Majority of radio and 
televisions stations discussed elections and security issues and the work of electoral management 
bodies, particularly the National Electoral Commission (NEC).  The announcements of 'provisional 
results' per polling stations occupied the coverage and reportage on IRN member radio stations and 
the AYV radio and television stations. 

Issues being presented by media institutions Radio TV 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 

Elections and Security 18 (78%) 0 (0%) 

Violence and Intimidation 3 (13%) 0 (0%) 

Electoral Offences 1 (4%) 0 (0%)  

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, Security Forces, Judiciary) 1 (4%) 2 (100%) 

TOTAL 23 (100%) 2 (100%) 

 
 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicate that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television stations were 
discussions and talk shows, and news and current affairs. 
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3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There were no major incidents of unprofessional and unethical practices in the media institutions. The 
MRCG continues to monitor performance of media institutions and will continue to raise concerns and 
issues whenever necessary.  

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 96 % of media institutions published and broadcast contents that comply with guidelines on 
reporting elections, while only 4 % of the contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 5 

Friday 9 March 2018 

1. Introduction 

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Friday 09 March 2018. Based on pre-

designed media monitoring checklists adapted for the post-election period, a total of 40 media monitors 
reported over 40 contents on media institutions in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 35 
contents on 40 radio stations, 5 contents in 3 television stations and 9 contents on newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

Bellow data indicate key issues and contents covered by media institutions across the country with 
specific reference to their coverage and reportage on the electoral processes. Majority of radio 
stations (91%) opted to cover announcements of results, with most television stations (40%) covering 
reactions of political parties, and newspapers (44%) opting to also cover reaction of political parties. 

Issues being presented by media institutions Radio Television Newspapers 

Freq. 
(Perc.) 

Freq. 
(Perc.) 

Freq. (Perc.) 

Announcement of results 32 (91%) 1 (20%) 1 (11%) 

Election security 1 (3%) 1 (20%) 3 (33%) 

Reaction of political parties 0 (0%) 2 (40%) 4 (44%) 

Reaction of citizens and the civil society 1 (3%) 0 (0%) 1 (11%) 

Reactions of political parties 1 (3%) 1 (20%) 0 (0%) 

 35 (100%) 5 (100%) 9 (100%) 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio were discussions and talk 
shows (54%) while news and current affairs (44%) dominated issues on the televisions after the 
elections. 
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3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices and responses from media situation room 
There were no major unprofessional incidents or cases reported on radio and television stations. 
However, some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practices were evident in some of the 
newspapers published on the 9th March. The Independent Observer newspaper published in the 
Western Area Urban covered elections and its aftermath. On one of its commentaries, the 
newspaper covered reactions of political parties in a manner that is not conflict sensitive. One of its 
title includes: “NEC blames police for creating tension on a peaceful election day” and “APC losing 
grip of power, Bio, the leadership we want in Sierra Leone”. The MRCG board sub-committee 
continued to raised concerns with the publishers and editors. 
  

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 93 % of media institutions published and broadcast contents that complied with the thematic 
issues in the media monitoring checklists, while only 3 % of the contents did not comply. The MRCG 
continues to monitor and respond appropriately to ensure Sierra Leone media do not publish or 
broadcast contents that seem inflammatory or go against the principles and practices of the media 
industry. 
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 7  

Tuesday 13 March 2018 

 
1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Tuesday 13th March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 58 contents on radio 
stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 36 contents on 31 
radio stations; 7 contents in 3 television stations and 15 contents in 15 newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to 
radio, television and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues relating to the electoral 
processes.  

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 11.1% 0% 0% 

Electoral offences 0% 0% 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 0% 0% 0% 

Violence /Intimidation 0% 0% 14.3 

Voter education                   0% 0% 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 0% 0% 0% 
Announcements of results 50.0% 40.0% 0% 

Reactions of political parties  16.7% 46.7% 42.9% 

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 22.2% 13.3% 42.9% 

Elections financing  0% 0% 0% 

Others  0% 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were 
included in news and current affairs programmes, while news and commentary dominated issues in 
the newspapers.  
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to 
conflict sensitive reporting.  

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 0 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 0 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0 0 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0 0 1 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 0 

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 

 

3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There was one major incident of unprofessional and unethical practice as follows: 

The satellite newspaper published an article about a quarter page with the headline ‘’We are going to form the 

next Government’’ says SLPP campaign Chairman. The NEC Western Area Commissioner,  Miatta French, was 

accused of being a key agent in trying to rig the elections result. Secondly, there were accusations of police 

unlawfulness and the APC party trying to manipulate the presidential results.  The article lacked accuracy and 

balance as all sides to the issue were not brought on board. 

4. Conclusion 
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Overall, 100% of radio and television broadcast contents complied with the thematic issues in the 
media monitoring checklists and 93.3% of newspaper contents complied; while 6.7% of the contents 
did not.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 9  

 Thursday 15th March 2018  

 
1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Thursday 15th March 2018. Based on 
pre-designed questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 
59 contents on radio stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 36 
contents on 26 radio stations, 5 contents on 3 TV stations and 18 contents in 22 newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as they relate to 
radio and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues relating to the electoral processes.  

 
Issues being presented by media 

Radio Newspaper Television 
Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 

Elections and security 4 (11.1%) 1 (5.6%) 3 (60.0%) 

Electoral offences 0% 0% 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 0% 7 (38.9%) 0% 

Violence /Intimidation 0% 0% 0% 

Voter education                   0% 1(5.6%) 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 0% 1 (5.6%) 1 (20.0%) 
Announcements of results 18 (50.0%) 0% 0% 

Reactions of political parties  6 (16.7%) 7(38.9%) 1 (20.0%) 

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 8 (22.2%) 1 (5.6%) 0% 

Elections financing  0% 0% 0% 

Others  0% 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
news and current affairs programmes, while news articles dominated issues in the newspapers.  
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to 
conflict sensitive reporting.  

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 0 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 0 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0 0 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0 0 0 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 0 

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 

 
 
3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There was no major incident of unprofessional and unethical practice in all the reports filed in on 
media outlets. 

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 100% of radio, television and newspaper contents complied with the thematic issues in the 
media monitoring checklists. 
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 10  

 Friday, 16 March 2018  

 

1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Friday 16Th March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 57 contents on radio 
stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 29 contents on 26 
radio stations; 8 contents in 3 television stations and 20 contents in 22 newspapers.  

 

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to radio, television 
and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues relating to the electoral processes.  

Issues being presented by media 

Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 

Elections and security 7(24.1%) 2 (9.1%) 4 (50.0%) 

Electoral offences 1 (3.4%) 3 (13.6%) 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 1 (3.4%) 3 (13.6%) 0% 

Violence /Intimidation 4 (13.8%) 0% 0% 

Voter education                   0% 1 (4.5%) 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 0% 5 (22.7%) 0% 

Announcements of results 0% 0% 0% 

Reactions of political parties  5 (17.2%) 5 (22.7%) 4 (50.0%) 

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 10 (34.5%) 1 (4.5%) 0% 

Elections financing  0% 0% 0% 

Others  1 (3.4%) 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
news and current affairs programmes, while news articles and dominated issues in the newspapers.  
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2.3. Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to 
conflict sensitive reporting. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   
0 0 

0 

Inciting violence                                   
0 0 

0  

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  
0 0 

0 

Promoting conflict                                   
0 0 

0 

Promoting public disorder                                   
0 0 

0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 
0 0 

0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  
0 0 

0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0 0 

0 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  
0 0 

3 

Poor moderation of programme 
0 0 

0 

 

3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practice in a number of the media outlets 
as follows: 

The Standard Times newspaper on the 16Th March carried publications on issues centered on campaign 
messages, electoral offence and violence. However, Standard Times did not comply with the thematic 
issues in the media monitoring checklists. The story was headlined "NEC boss in electoral dilemma". 
The reportage was not balanced. 

On the 16th March We Yone newspaper published an article with the headline ‘’How N’fa Ali ‘Banfa’ the 
elections result’’. The story was not balanced as the author failed to register all sides to the issue.  

The headline ‘’APC Blames N’fa, SLPP Blames Miatta French’’ published in the News Watch newspaper 
on the 16Th March, 2018 gives way to an article which defies the principle of accuracy and balance, as 
the journalist failed to get the other sides to the story.  

 

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 100 % of radio and television broadcast contents complied with the thematic issues in the 
media monitoring checklists while 13.6% of the newspaper contents did not comply. 
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WEEKEND ANALYTICAL REPORT 

 17th and 18th March, 2018 

 
1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents broadcast on Weekend 17 and 18 March 2018. Based on pre-designed questions 
in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 29 contents on 21 radio stations in all 
the five regions of Sierra Leone.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to 
radio and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues relating to the electoral processes. There 
were no reports on television and newspapers were not published  

 

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 4 (13.8%)   

Electoral offences 1 (3.4%)   

Party manifesto/campaigning 6 (20.7%)   

Violence /Intimidation 4 (13.4%) No reports No reports 

Voter education                   2 (6.9%)   

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 0%   
Announcements of results 0%   

Reactions of political parties  6 (14.0%)   

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 6(20.7%)   

Elections financing  0%   

Others  0%   

Total 25(87.2)   

 
NOTE: 29 radio stations were monitored but 4 of the radio stations (13.8%) did not discussed issues 
relating to elections.  

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio were during discussion/talk 
show and news and current affairs. 
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country related to 
conflict sensitive reporting. There were no reports on television and newspapers were not published. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 0   

Inflammatory speech                                   0   

Inciting violence                                   0   

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0   

Promoting conflict                                   0 No reports No reports 

Promoting public disorder                                   0   

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0   

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0   

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0   

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0   

Poor moderation of programme 0   

 

3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There was no major incident of unprofessional and unethical practice in the media institutions 
monitored. 

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 100% of radio contents broadcast complied with the thematic issues in the media monitoring 
checklists.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 11  

Monday, 19th March 2018  

 
1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Monday 19Th March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 76 contents on radio 
stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 47 contents on 41 
radio stations; 6 contents in 3 television stations and 23 contents in 23 newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to 
radio, television and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues concerning the electoral 
processes.  

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 17 (36.2%) 0% 1 (16.7%) 

Electoral offences 2 (4.3%) 0% 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 11 (23.4%) 0% 1 (16.7%) 

Violence /Intimidation 0% 0% 0% 

Voter education                   6 (12.8%) 0% 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, judiciary) 1 (2.1%) 12 (52.2%) 1 (16.7%) 
Announcements of results 0% 0% 0% 

Reactions of political parties  3 (6.4%) 11 (47.8%) 1 (16.7%) 

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 6 (12.8%) 0% 2 (33.3%) 

Elections financing  1 (2.1%) 0% 0% 

Others  0% 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
news and current affairs programmes, while news, articles and dominated issues were in the 
newspapers.  
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to 
conflict sensitive reporting. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 0 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 0 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 4 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0 0 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0 0 

3 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 0 

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 

 

3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practices in a number of the media outlets 
as follows: 

The Torchlight newspaper published two articles with headlines ‘’The Devil in N’fa Alie… ‘’ and ‘’How 
Maada dressed for lie-lie swearing in’’.  These articles shifted from genuine discussion of issues to 
attacking personalities.  

Standard Times newspaper published a news article with the headline ‘’Ogu Farm Turns NEC 
Office…Large chunk of ballot papers discovered’’. The story is inaccurate, as all sides to the story were 

News and Current Affairs 

Discussion/Talk Show 

Phone-in 

Interview 

Sponsored 

53.2% 

23.4% 

21.3% 

2.1% 

0.0% 

66.7% 

33.3% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 
TV RADIO 

82.6% 

8.7% 
0.0% 0.0% 8.7% 

0.0% 0.0% 

Newspaper 
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not reflected. The writer only quoted some anonymous observer but failed to get the position of NEC 
on the issue.   

The Nightwatch newspaper carried a headline ‘’Ahead of runoff… APC accuses NEC of incompetence.’’. 
The story lacks has the tendency to send wrong impression to the general public on the operations of 
NEC. 

The New Storm newspaper published a commentary with a headline ‘’15 reasons why APC must go in 
2018’’. The content of the article is not conflict sensitive and also lacks accuracy. 

The Times newspaper published an article dubbed ‘’Veronica Dauda explains …electoral fraud in Koidu 
City’’. The article was one-sided and no further effort was made to crosscheck the accuracy of the 
information. 

‘’N’fa Alie’s credibility doubted by many’’ was a headline carried by the Calabash newspaper. The said 
publication lacks accuracy.  

‘’Samura Kamara not fit to be president’’ was published by the Unity newspaper. The piece is a 
complete attack on the personality rather than the issue.  

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 100 % of radio and television broadcast contents complied with with the thematic issues in the 
media monitoring checklists, while 30.4% newspaper publication contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 12 

Tuesday, 20 March 2018 

 
1. Introduction 

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Tuesday 20th March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 58 contents on radio 
stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 33 contents on 30 
radio stations; 5 contents in 3 television stations and 21 contents in 20 newspapers. 

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media 

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to radio, television 
and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues concerning the electoral processes.  

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 7(21.2%) 0% 0% 

Electoral offences 2 (6.1%) 1 (4.8%) 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 8 (24.2%) 7 (33.3%) 0% 

Violence /Intimidation 5 (15.2%) 7 (33.3%) 1 (20.0%) 

Voter education                   6 (18.2%) 0% 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 0% 0% 1 (20.0%) 
Announcements of results 0% 2 (9.5%) 0% 

Reactions of political parties  1 (3.0%) 2 (9.5%) 1 (20.0%) 

Reactions of civil society organizations/citizens 4 (12.1%) 0% 2 (40.0%) 

Elections financing  0% 1 (4.8%) 0% 

Others  1 (3.4%) 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
discussion/ talk show and news and current affairs programmes, while news, articles and commentary 
dominated issues in the newspapers. 
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to 
conflict sensitive reporting. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  

Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 0 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 1 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 1 0 1 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0 0 

1 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 3 

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 
 

3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practice in a number of media outlets as 
follows: 

Firstly, issues discussed in The Satellite newspaper centered on violence/intimidation. Its headline was 
“SLPP blast APC over political intimidation". The reportage was not balanced as all sides to the story 
were not reflected. 

The headline “John Sesay Hounded’’ is a quarter page news article published by the Night Watch 
newspaper. The said publication is not balanced as all sides to the story were not reflected. 

The Global Times newspaper published an article with headline ‘’APC Terrorizes SLPP Supporters’’. The 
content of the article was not conflict sensitive. 

The headline ’’Tif!Tif!Tif! Na Udat Tif?’’ published by We Yone newspaper was not conflict sensitive.  

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 97% of Radio stations broadcast content did comply with the IMC Code of Practice and for 
television broadcast 100% of the contents comply with the thematic issues in the media monitoring 
checklists, while 43.0% of newspaper contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 13  

Wednesday, 21Th March 2018  

 
1. Introduction  

This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Wednesday, 21Th March 2018. Based on pre-
designed questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 61 contents on 
radio stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 30 contents on 
28 radio stations; 6 contents in 3 television stations and 25 contents in 25 newspapers.  

2. Presentation of findings 

2.1 Issues presented in the media  

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to radio, television 
and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues relating to the electoral processes.  

Issues being presented by media 

Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 

Elections and security 10 (33.3%) 3 (12.0%) 2 (33.3%) 

Electoral offences 0% 0% 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 4 (13.3%) 6 (24.0%) 0% 

Violence /Intimidation 5 (16.7%) 0% 0% 

Voter education                   5 (16.7%) 0% 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 1 (3.3%) 1 (4.0%) 1 (16.7%) 

Announcements of results 0% 1 (4.0%) 0% 

Reactions of political parties  2 (6.7%) 8 (32.0%) 2 (33.3%) 

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 3 (10.0%) 6 (24.0%) 1 (16.7%) 

Elections financing  0% 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during news and 
current affairs programmes, while news and articles dominated issues in the newspapers.  
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to conflict sensitive 
reporting. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  

Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 1 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 0 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0 0 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing issues 0 0 0 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 1 

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 

 
3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practice in a number of the media outlets as follows: 

Firstly, the Times newspaper carried the headline ‘’Charles Margai will lick his vomit’’.  The piece is unethical as the 
use of obscene language and inflammatory speech. 
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Secondly, The Trumpet newspaper published a news article with the headline ‘’APC Buys supporters of opponents’’.  
The said story is unbalanced as the opponents response to the issue were not brought to the fore. 

 

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 100 % of radio and television broadcast contents did comply with the thematic issues in the media 
monitoring checklists, while 8.0% newspaper contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO. 14 

Thursday, 22 March 2018  

 
1. Introduction 
This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Thursday 22Th March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 57 contents on radio 
stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 33 contents on 31 
radio stations; 7 contents in 3 television stations and 17 contents in 17 newspapers. 

2. Presentation of findings 
2.1 Issues presented in the media 

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to radio, television 
and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues relating to the electoral processes.  

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 11 (33.3%) 4 (23.5)% 1 (14.3%) 

Electoral offences 1 (3.0) 1 (5.9%) 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 5 (15.2%) 2 (11.8%) 0% 

Violence /Intimidation 3 (9.1%) 0% 1 (14.3%) 

Voter education                   6 (18.2%) 0% 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, Judiciary) 2 (6.1%) 2 (11.8%) 1 (14.3%) 
Announcements of results 0% 0% 0% 

Reactions of political parties  1 (3.0%) 4 (23.5%) 0% 

Reactions of civil society organisations/citizens 4 (12.1%) 3 (17.6%) 4 (57.1%) 

Elections financing  0% 1 (5.9%) 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
discussion/ talk show and news and current affairs programmes, while news articles and commentary 
dominated issues in the newspapers. 
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 

The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country elating to conflict sensitive 
reporting. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 1 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 0 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 0 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0 0 0 

Poor moderation                                                                                                  0 0 0 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 1 0 

2 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 0    

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 

 
3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 

There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practice in a number of the media outlets as follows: 

Firstly, N'fa Alie Conteh is now "Shitting in his pants" was published by the Awareness Times newspaper. The article 
contained inflammatory and obscene words.  

Secondly, the headline: ‘’The Anthropology of The Susu That President Koroma Misread" was published by the 
Comment newspaper. The articles is not conflict sensitive, inaccurate and unbalanced.  

Thirdly, Fountain of Peace 89.2 FM aired a program titled ‘’All out Politics’’ between 8:00a.m.-9:45a.m. There was an 
attack on personality of Charles Francis Margai rather than addressing the real issue of discussion. 
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Fourthly, radio Tempo 94.7 hosted a 1 hour 30 minutes (2:00-3:30) sponsored program where the guests made  grave 
allegations against NEC, accusing the Commission of setting up a plot to go against the will of the people by trying to 
rig the elections. Also, the guests claimed that it is the SLPP that is causing violence all over the country. The contents 
of the programme were not conflict sensitive.   

 

4. Conclusion 

Overall, 93.9% of radio stations broadcast content did comply with the thematic issues in the media 
monitoring checklists; while 11.8% newspaper contents did not comply.  
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DAILY ANALYTICAL REPORT NO.15 

Friday, 23Rd March 2018  

 
1. Introduction 
This review presents media contents published and broadcast on Friday 23rd March 2018. Based on pre-designed 
questions in the media monitoring checklists, a total of 40 media monitors reported over 64 contents on radio 
stations, television stations and newspapers in all the five regions of Sierra Leone. This includes 33 contents on 28 
radio stations; 6 contents in 3 television stations and 25 contents in 25 newspapers. 

2. Presentation of findings 
2.1 Issues presented in the media 

The data below indicate key contents covered by media institutions across the country as it relates to radio, television 
and newspapers, with specific reference to the issues concerning the electoral processes.  

Issues being presented by media 
Radio Newspaper Television 

Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) Freq. (Perc.) 
Elections and security 8(24.2%) 1(4.0%) 1 (16.7% 

Electoral offences 0% 4 (16.0%) 0% 

Party manifesto/campaigning 5 (15.2%) 6 (24.0%) 2 (33.3%) 

Violence /Intimidation 6 (18.2%) 6 (24.0%) 0% 

Voter education                   7 (21.2%) 0% 0% 

Work of EMBs (NEC, PPRC, security forces, judiciary) 3 (9.1%) 3 (12.0%) 1 (16.7%) 
Announcements of results 0% 0% 0% 

Reactions of political parties  1 (3.0%) 5 (20.0%) 0% 

Reactions of civil society organizations/citizens 3 (9.1%) 0% 2 (33.3%) 

Elections financing  0% 0% 0% 

 

2.2 Type of programmes presenting the issues 

The next analysis indicates that the bulk of the contents broadcast on radio and television were during 
discussion/ talk show and news and current affairs programmes, while news, articles and commentary 
dominated issues in the newspapers. 
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2.3 Contents relating to conflict sensitive reporting 
The analysis below indicates contents covered by media institutions across the country relating to 
conflict sensitive reporting. 

Issues relating to conflict sensitive reporting  

Radio Television Newspaper 

Freq.  Freq. Freq.  
Hate speeches/messages 0 0 0 

Inflammatory speech                                   0 0 2 

Inciting violence                                   0 0 1 

Negative tribal/ethnic reportage  0 0 0 

Promoting conflict                                   0 0 0 

Promoting public disorder                                   0 0 0 

Contain intimidation and intolerance                                 0 0 2 

Attacking personalities instead of addressing 
issues 0 0 

1 

Inaccurate/ unbalanced stories  0 0 2 

Poor moderation of programme 0 0 0 
 

3. Instances of unprofessional/unethical practices 
There were some incidents of unprofessional and unethical practice in a number of media outlets as 
follows: 

The New Storm Newspaper published above a banner headline "Musa Tarawally blast President 
Koroma". This article shifted from addressing the real issue to attacking the personality of president 
Koroma.  

The City Voice newspaper carried a news article with headline "N'fa Alie  Conteh in hot water". The 
content of the story contains inflammatory speech.  Again, the story is not balanced because only one 
source dominated the whole piece. 

The headline "While APC jails young people Maada Bio to create jobs for them", published by The 
Comment newspaper, is inaccurate and not conflict sensitive.   

There was use of indecent language in a story published by the Global Times newspaper headlined 
"APC in shitty water’. That story is not conflict sensitive. 

"The people's mandate prevailed: Daylight Robbery Averted" was published in We Yone newspaper. 
This editorial news story is unbalanced and was not conflict sensitive. 

"Over voting uncovered in 400 polling stations" was published by Awareness Times newspaper. The 
article is unbalanced and conflict insensitive.  

‘’Vote for Change and Hope, Not Hopeless Community’’, headline in the Equity newspaper, contains 
intimidation and has the tendency to incite violence.  

4. Conclusion 
Overall, 100% of radio and television stations monitored, broadcast content did comply with the 
thematic issues in the media monitoring checklists, while 32.0% of newspaper contents did not comply. 
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Comments and Questions 

For comments and questions on the Media Situation Room please contact: Mr. Joe Winston Scott-
Manga, e-mail: wscottmanga@yahoo.com or Mobile: +232 78 130 201 

Media Expert: Ana Barradas 

MRCG Board Chairman: Francis Sowa 

Media Situation Room contacts: 

+23276791499, +232 76791287, +232 300 51180, +232300 511 93 and +23230828099. 

 

 


